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more than 108,000 

americans are waiting 

for a lifesaving organ 

transplant.  get the 

facts about donation, 

sign up on your state’s 

organ and tissue donor 

registry and share your 

decision with family.

visit :

www.lifelinkfound.org 

for more information

the facts about directed donation

Generally, if a donor’s family knows someone waiting for an organ transplant, they can 
request that they direct donate one of their loved one’s organs to that particular person.

A directed donation typically goes to a family member, friend, member of a church, a 
classmate, or another person who is held in high esteem by the donor’s family.

While directed donation is a potential option for all individuals awaiting a transplant, it 
occurs infrequently.

Directed donation can only occur if ...

Directed donation cannot occur if ...

• The organ needed by the patient is functioning well enough in the donor to be recovered and transplanted;

• The donated organ matches the patient’s needs for blood type and body size; and in the case of kidneys, 
   appropriate antigen tissue compatibility;

• The patient in need is healthy enough to undergo the operation at the time the organ is available;

• The patient’s surgeon agrees that the donated organ is the best organ for that patient.

• The family requests to donate only to a particular racial or ethnic group; or;

• The family requests to donate only to a particular type of person (police offi cer, poor person, rich person).


